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As Before the rise of the House of Saud in Arabia, the succession
to tribal leadership was normally petrilineal, although the rule of
primogeniture did not necessarily apply. The choice of successor
normally fell upon the most suitable eligible candidate, and
required popular ratification. There are precedents for the
designation of' @ sBuccessor by & ruler or a tribal shaikh, but in
such cases the ratification by popular sceleim was considared
mandatory. Under thie system deposition was possible,

(Paragraphs 1-3)
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B. In the early 19308 King Abdul Aziz carefully stage-managed the
designation by populaer scclaim of his eldest son, the Amir Saud, as
Crown Prince (Paragraphs L-7)

C« In 1949 an sssessment of' the situstion concluded that there
was no good reason why the Crown Price should not succeed his father
peacefully. Doubt was expressed, however, concerning his sbility
ito maintain and consolidate his position aftur succeeding. There
were o number of valid reasons for this doubt. (Parazraphs B-18)

D. Similar conclusions were drawn in 1952 and early in 1953.

The doubtis concerning the Crown Prinee's ability to retain and
consolidate his position after his father's death were now greatsr,
King Ssud pescefully ascended the Throne in November 1853,
(Paragraphs 15-20)

E. The history of the Saudi Royal Family over the nuxt 12 years
was largely the history of the struggle for ultimate control between
the forces of unrestrained absolutiem under King Sesud, who was
clearly unfit to rule, and the moderate forces under the Amir Faisal
who gradually emerged as the only leader capable of ruling wisely
and responsibly. Crises occurred in 1958, 1960, 1962 and 1963.

In March 196L, the Amir Faleal assume A 511 sAwans ond netwilecas
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