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Recommendations ta the Saud government | Print-fandly version | #Sliuil

Postad May S, 2006

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia

Ahmed Faheed, a 33-year-old newspaper editor, wears faded jeans, a wrinkled T-shirt, and an
ever-ringing cell phone. But more than his gear is out of place in a downtown cafe in Saudi

Arabia’s austere capital dty. Tucked under his arm are issues of his tablold dally Shams, where

splashed across the front page is an eye-catching color photo of a young, unveiled woman proudly|

showing off a tongue ring. The accompanying story warns of the health risks for Saudi youths who

get their bodies pierced secretly and without professional supervision,

Since Its launch in mid-2005, the paper has
pushed the boundaries of social and cultural
news coverage in the Arab world's most
religiously conservative sodety. Owned in
part by Prince Turki bin Khaled, Shams has
targeted Saudi Arabia's 18-32 demographic
and, despite a modest daily drculation of
40,000, the newspaper has been a hit. “We
actually like Shams,” said the country’s
information minister, Iyad Madani. "It was
the only one that woke up to the notion that
we have a young population.”

L In the capstal, Rivadh, the Kimgdom Tower dommates an othorwse
Shams also woke up the country’s hard-line  awacre landwcape.
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