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THE OBSERVATORY
Mw‘j ‘.""m‘ Q,S.U J.nl.a!‘ for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders

L'OBSERVATOIRE EL OBSERVATORIO
pour la Protection des Défenseurs des Droits de para la Proteccion
I'Homme de los Defensores de Derechos Humanos

URGENT APPEAL - THE OBSERVATORY
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Since their arrests, the detainees’ relatives asked, in vain, the General Intelligence Service to allow them to visit
them and to appoint lawyers. On February 5, 2007, Mr. Essam Basrawi’s son was denied the right to visit his father,
ordered to return home and warned to never ask again to meet his father. e wanted to hand him some medicine, as
Mr. Essam Basrawi is ill and a disabled person.

At the time of issuing this appeal, all detainees remain in detention in the offices of the General Intelligence Service
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UA 2TIOT Incommunicade d re
SAUDI ARABIA Sulieman al-Rushudi (m), lawyer
Essam al-Basrawi (m), lawyer
Dr Saud al-Hashimi (m), medical doctor
Al-Sharif Saif Al-Ghalib (m)
Dr Musa al-Qimi, university profesor (m)
(m),

Al Index: MDE 23/007/2007

Dr Abdel Rahman al ¥ P
‘Abdelaziz al-Kharl]l {m)
At least three others
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08 February 2007

At least 10 men, inchuding the seven named above, were armested in the cities of Jeddah and Madinah on 3
February. They are held incommunicado and are at risk of torture or ather ill-reatment. Amnesty
International believes that they may have been detmined solely for their peaceful activities in defence of
human rights.

They are repartedly held in the offices of the General Inteligence Sarvice {al-Mabahith al-'Amma) in Jeddah.
Relatives of soma of the men reportedly asked the General Inteligence Service to let them see the men, but
have not yet been able to do so.

The Ministry of the Interior |s reported to have issued a staterment claiming the detsinees had been amestad
because they were collecting money to “help terrorism®. However, according to other sources they were
targeled because they wars active 25 human rights defenders and advocates of peaceful pohllml change.
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BACKGROUND INFORIIA'I'ION
The Saudi Arabian regularty hold

conscience. They were eventually released in 2005,

or your own language:

- EXEIESS n
Madinah an 3 February and are held Incommunicada;

peaceful exercise of their right to express their conscientiously held belisfs;
- asking for details of any frial proceedings.

APPEALS TO:
ing Abdullah Bin 'Abdul *Aziz Al-Saud

Some of them had been detzined befors bacause of their work In defence of human rights.

i whan they are frequently tortured
and otherwise ill-treated. This can last for months or years, often until a confession is obtained.

In March 2004 2 group of reformists signed a petition calling for changes to the system of government, Some
members of this group were arrested, including Sulieman al-Rushudi and Al-Sharif Saif Al-Ghalib, but these
two were released afler some weeks. Othars were held for much longer, and were adopted as prisoners of

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please send appeals to arrive as quickly as pessible, In Arabic or English
ing concern at reports that at least 10 men (naming the seven) were arrested in Jeddah and

- asking the authorities to ensure that all the detsinees are protected from torture and other ill-treaatment. and
given regular access to their families, their kxwyers and any medical attention they ma;- require;

- agking why exactly they have been detained, and what if any charges they are facing,

- ealling on the authorilies to release them immediately and unconditionally if they are held solely for the
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THE OBSERVATORY

for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders

L'OBSERVATOIRE EL OBSERVATORIO
pour la Protection des Défenseurs des Droits de para la Proteccién
I'Homme de los Defensores de Derechos Humanes

URGENT APPEAL - THE OBSERVATORY

SAT 001 /0207 / OBS 015

Incommunicado detention / Feas of U-trestment
SAUDI ARABIA

February 6, 2007

The Observatory for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders, 2 joint programme of the World Organisation
Against Tortrs (OMCT) and the International Fedcestion for Human Rights (FIDH), requests your urgent
intervention in the fallowing sitoation in Sandi Arabis.

Brief description of the situation:

The Ohservatory has been informed about the incommunicado detention of at least ten human rights defenders in
Saudi Arabia.

According to the informaticn received, on Febraary 3, 2007, at 3 am, at least ten human rights defendess, including
Messrs, Sulaiman al-Rashudi, Essam al-Basrawi, lowyers, Mr. Sand al-Hashimi, a doctor, Messrs. Musa al-
Qirni and Abdel Rahman a)-Shumuyri, university professors, and Messrs. Abdelaziz al-Khuriji and Al-Sharif
Salf AlGhalib, whoss profession remain unknown, were amested and placed in incommunicado deteation, where
they nre at risk of ill-treatment. While some were arrested in Madinah city, others were arrested by officials of the
General Intelligence Service in a residential area called “Bahra®, in Joddsh city, were they had met to discuss the
arganisation of peaceful activities in favour of polifical and democratic reforms in the Kingdom, The same alficiaks
also assaulted the house of Mr. Essam al-Basrawi and confiscated several books and computer units belonging to
him and his family. The officials would akso have destroyed some furniture and some personal belongings to the
family.

All men are well-knowa for their pesceful activities, In particular, they engaged in the past in signing petitions
adddressed 1o King Abdullah Bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud calling upon him to initiate politien] and demacratic reforms in
the Kingdom and to respect human rights.

The men would reportedly be suspested of “illegally collecting moncy and passing them on to suspicious elements
outside the country™

Since their arrests, the detainees” relatives asked, in vain, the Geoeral Intelligence Service to allow them io visil
them snd to appoint lawyers. On Februsry 5, 2007, Mr. Essam Bastawi's son was denied the right to visit his father,
ordered fo retumn home and warned to never ask again to mest his father. He wanted to hand him some medicine, as
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Mr. Essam Hasrawi i ill and a dissbled person.

{al-Mabakith al- Ammua) in Jeddsh

immediately.

Action requested:

Please write to the avthesitics of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia arging them to:

AL the time of isswing this appeal, all detainces remain in detention in the offices of the General Intelligence Servics

The Ofservalory expresses its deep concemn about the incommunicado dstention of these ten men, and fears for
sheir physical and psychological integrity. The Observatory considers their detention, which appears o be only
aimed at sanctioning their human rights sctivitics, as arbisrary and wrges the Saedi govemment to release them
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