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Saudi Arabia

Iy 2008 Country Summy

Huuman rigints exed oo remain pone in Sadi Arahia. Interational and domes ic
presssire Lo irmplemont Tuaran righis reforrs bise aorsidersily wesskened and The
govermment underteok o major reforms in 2007, Curts on freedom of associeton
and expreszion, Utar trigls, arorary detention, mistratment and torure of
detainess. rastrictions on freadom of movament. and lack of official accountatdity
remain sericus concerns. Saudi law and policies discriminets against women.
foreign warkes, and religaaus minorities, repecially Shi and il 5 dis

Iy I s irst pubbile repart the govemment-approved National Society for Hurman
Righzs (NSHR) highlighted rssjor arsas of tights sbuses. The gowsrrenental Hurran
Rights Commission's 24-member board began s work in January 2007 after 2 two-
year delay. The governiment allowed Human Righes Watch to condu research in the
couniry in Decermber 7006, b difl not hanae it proenise: fo allow @ e visit in
Mary 2007, or similar promizes made to Amnesty Inkemetional.

Arbitrary Detention and Unfair Tral

Detginees are commonty thevictims of systematic and mutplevilations of due
vz s Fsi 1 g s, inchudinng sibitrsny st and orure snd il sstrnend
during intemogation. | ne autnorties rarely infomn them of the cnime of which they are
L or the svidence suppor ing the accusation. Detainess do not ave access
to a lawyer. face excessive pretria| delays. and at trial they often cannot examine
wilnesses or eridence or present 8 defenss. Saudi Arabsa n Dctober 2007 adopted a
e Rcfiiery Lanvn sedling up spoci liasd coonts, bl has yet Lo wrile s poa | code or
ans s crimingl proosune code is coresislant by adbesed Lo
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